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ESL at
Logan Community Hubs

Logan is one of the most multicultural cities in the world!
This means that there is a great need for English programs at the hubs at Logan

There are four community hubs out of the six that have successful and growing English
programs at their hubs:

Marsden State School
Woodridge State School
Woodridge North State School
St Paul’s Catholic School



PENNY TALKING ABOUT LOGAN AND HER NEED FOR
- ENGLISH CLASS
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Teacher: Maribel
Marquez




ESL at Woodridge State School
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HUB LEADER: MARIBEL MARQUEZ ESCOBAR

» This example of a Spanish class is the perfect way to showcase how important it is to learn Englis
at the hubs

» English classes as main priority for the area: Base on practical experiences: -Process-
» Facilitate the English Class

Pay teacher: lack of budget — comeback to facilitate the class

Access WOW (women of worth) learning program: Student in placement and volunteers

Volunteers : change every term - facilitate the class
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» Challenges: Continuity, commitment, experience, resources, quality,
space, attendances, number of children, different English levels.

» Options: Flexible AMEP — Partnership with PCYC — ESL Teacher




ESL at St Paul’s Catholic School

HUB LEADER: MICHELLE SOROHAN

» St Paul’s is different from the other community hubs
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Refugee Association of Logan has collaborated with the hub and the school Parish to run the
English conversation program for adults

Has been running successfully for three years

WHY DO PEOPLE COME? STUDENT EVALUATIONS DONE

TRAUMA FOR CHILDREN

Child minding is important across all hubs for parents who cannot afford Kindy

Volunteers for the English class is crucial, building rapport with families is important
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Challenges:

1. Volunteers (having a good band of volunteers)

2. A need for a committed English teacher to keep families engaged and attending
3. Child minding (separation anxiety?)

4. Funding for resources




English Class at St Paul’s

MICHELLE




ESL at Woodridge North State School s
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HUB LEADER: NAOMI MILLS STATE scro0™

» Family Challenges:

ESL Important: Families are not eligible for TAFE English classes as they are on Bridging

Visa’s or unable to attend classes with children. However, learning English importance for mg,,y @
independence; employment; higher-education; self-esteem; cross- cultural awareness. = |NV|TAT|ONH
STUDY |
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» Hub Leaders Challenges: ENGLISH !’;3552.
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AT WOODRIDGE NORTH STATE SCHOOL e
COMMUNITY HUB "‘:’

Hub leaders/Volunteers are not qualified for ESL MORNING TEA CELBRATION

Limited capacity for numbers due to childminding or running class/child-minding same Friday 8th September
. 9:30-11:30
time. Where:Woodridge North State School

Lindley Street, Woodridge
at the Community Hub
For More information call: 3380 6337

Limited access to ESL resources and planning time.

FREE FOOD

CLASSES ARE FREE
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Limited time to network, e.g. sustainable volunteers; outside agencies to support class.

Being sensitive of topics discussed with families of who have experienced trauma.



What does the future hold for
English at the hubs?

CONCLUDING: PENNY DEARLOVE

» All the hub leaders have expressed a need for teachers, especially for ESL that
they aren't qualified for.

» Funding NEEDS TO BE SECURED for an ESL teacher to teach classes at the
hubs to maximise the learning capacity for families at the Hubs.

» This could be a similar model to how children are being supported in their
language development in Logan Hubs thanks to DET pilot.

» Explore partnerships further




